










Good morning. My name is Jennifer Walker. My son is in Kindergarten at Carl von Linne 
Elementary School in Avondale and we reside in the neighborhood attendance boundary. I’m 
here this morning to express frustration – not just from my family, but from other neighborhood 
families - about admissions into the Dual Language Education (or DLE) program at Linne. After 
raising this with Principal Gabriel Parra last spring, I learned this may reflect a broader, system-
wide issue of unclear and inconsistent processes. 

Before pre-K, we attended a DLE orientation and were told there was a clear priority order for 
placement: —native Spanish speakers/English Learners first, then students with siblings in the 
program, then in-boundary neighborhood students, and only then out-of-neighborhood 
students if seats remained. We did not get in to DLE for pre-K. 

We once again indicated DLE as our preference for kindergarten. Because we are in-boundary, 
we did not complete a GoCPS application. Later, we learned that out-of-boundary families could 
apply through GoCPS directly to DLE at Linne, and received DLE placement notices in March—
ahead of the neighborhood families who were repeatedly told they would have priority. 

This feels fundamentally unfair. If neighborhood families had been allowed to apply the same 
way and on the same timeline, we would have. Instead, the process has been opaque: families 
are told one priority system, but outcomes suggest another. We’ve also been told that because 
GoCPS decisions come earlier, if enrollment shifts—like new English Learner families moving in 
to the attendance boundary—neighborhood children are the ones displaced, not earlier out-of-
neighborhood GoCPS admits. That undermines the “neighborhood priority” families relied on 
when choosing to live here and attend their neighborhood school. 

The DLE program FAQ’s on Linne’s school website specifically state that for those that live 
outside the attendance area, once the child is offered a seat to Linne, the family would need to 
first register their child and then IF there’s availability, an offer MAY be made to the DLE 
program. And that is how it should be, with out-of-neighborhood students receiving an offer for 
the SCHOOL rather than a specific program and continuing the same process as all other 
families. 

As written, the placement policy contradicts what we have seen. Clearly GoCPS applications are 
being reviewed and accepted prior to neighborhood seats and not only " if remaining seats" are 
available. The lack of transparency surrounding the admission process has caused distress for 
neighborhood families wondering why their children were excluded from the program.  

While my son was lucky enough to receive a seat in the DLE program this year, I know of at least 
2 in neighborhood families that did not receive seats. This is at the expense of no less than 4 
out-of-neighborhood students that were accepted to the DLE program through GoCPS that have 
no factors that would prioritize them over neighborhood kids. Specifically, Non Spanish speaking 



families and non-heritage families with no ties to the school have been accepted through GoCPS 
applications, while neighborhood kids are not getting into the program due to space 
restrictions. 

Families in the neighborhood are beginning to consider leaving their neighborhood school in 
order to access dual language programs in other communities because neighborhood kids are 
not receiving prioritization over out of neighborhood families. 

I’m asking the Board for clear answers and action: 

1. If a school communicates a priority process in writing, is it required to follow it—and 
what recourse exists when it doesn’t? 

2. Do schools have any ability to adjust program placement after GoCPS acceptances to 
protect neighborhood access? 

3. How exactly is neighborhood priority applied when GoCPS placements are made earlier 
and treated as binding? 

In order to ensure that neighborhood kids get priority, schools should be held accountable for 
leaving enough spots for neighborhood kids in a program, or switching a DLE GoCPS applicant to 
the monolingual program if the school has miscalculated how many seats are available. 

Thank you for your time. I look forward to a transparent, consistent process that honors stated 
priorities and protects neighborhood families. 

 




